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4 Investigates: Immigrants seeking
asylum face growing backlog

Patrick Hayes
June 17, 2019 10:18 PM

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — Every day, Border Patrol detains more than 1,000 immigrants
crossing the U.S.-Mexico border, according to officials with Customs and Border
Protection.

"They come in waves," said Border Patrol agent George Gomez.

"You'll have five, 10 and then it'll slow down for a couple minutes and then it'll pick up

again," he said.

https://www.kob.com/albuquerque-news/4-investigates-immigrants-seeking-asylum-face-growing-backlog/5393206/
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According to Gomez, the majority of immigrants crossing into the El Paso Sector — which
oversees all of New Mexico — are coming from Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador and
Cuba.

Gomez told KOB 4 some are seeking asylum, others are not. Recommended For You

However, the process can be difficult for those looking for legal status. Dave & Buster's
tumbles while Mattel
KoBg and Exelon rise

Judges, there's nearly 900,000 immigration cases waiting to get heard and only a handful (https://www.kob.com/business-news/dave-amp-
busters-tumbles-while-mattel-and-exelon-
rise/5387314/?0bOrigUrl=true)

According to Ashley Tabaddor, president of the National Association of Immigration

of judges to hear them.

Jury: Man held
—— stepdaughter for 19
' years, fathered 9 kids
—(https://www.kob.com/us-
news/jury-man-held-
stepdaughter-for-19-years-fathered-9-

President Donald Trump has started to use quotas as a way to measure a judge's kids/5388754/?0b0rigUrl=true)

There are about 420 immigration judges including four in New Mexico.

But the lack of judges isn't the only problem according to Tabaddor.

effectiveness.

small town's arrests
According to Tabaddor, those quotas might force a judge to look at numbers instead of the (https://www.kob.com/us-
2 news/in-rural-iowa-feud-
sheriff-wont-honor-small-towns-
arrests/5388510/?0bOrigUrl=true)

"It puts a lot of pressure on judges to be constantly mindful of the oath of office that Recommended by
(https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en)

case.

they’ve taken and tried to put aside those numbers out of their mind and focus on just the
oath and duty of office," Tabaddor added.

Tabaddor suggests moving the court out of the Department of Justice. This Week's Circulars

_t petcogy ; =
The problem, according to her, is that the DOJ is ran by the attorney general which is PEC S

appointed by the president.

Therefore, the DOJ is in charge of prosecuting and ruling on each case..

Hover for Circular

“So the way that the court is being administered is not like a court. It’s like a law W GROCERYOUTLET

enforcement agency," said Tabaddor. W’g’

"And that has created in large part a lot of these backlogs that we see and a lot of the W B !
challenges we’re facing," she added. a = ﬂ % [
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U.S. Rep. Xochitl Torres Small represents southern New Mexico and told KOB 4 that her
priority is to hire more judges.

"It’s part of a bipartisan agreement I've been advocating for a long time and was included
in the End to the Shutdown (Act). We still haven't hired those judges," Torres Small said.

She said she could look at moving the immigration court from under the DOJ. However,

she wants to hire more judges first to address the backlog.

“So | think it's something we can look towards doing but right now with such a backlog and
increasing families presenting themselves at the border, we need to focus on making sure

the process is clear, fair and efficient.”

Republican Yvette Herrell will challenge Congresswoman Torres Small for her seat in the
2020 election and talked to KOB 4 on behalf of the state's GOP.

Herrell said she also supports hiring more judges but also suggests limiting the number of

asylum seekers we let into the country.

“l think all options should be on the table and maybe quotas are something we should
consider in terms of limiting the number of people who can come into our nation every

year seeking asylum but again, hiring more judges, of course would help," Herrell said.

Herrell also supports the president's use of quotas. Torres Small said they're OK at times

but they need to be 'more realistic.'

"But the asylum seekers -- the ones truly seeking asylum deserve to have an answer in a
fairly quick manner," said Herrell.

“If we’re going to have quotas, they have to be more realistic than the ones being

proposed," said Torres Small.

"And it shouldn’t be the entire component of a review. We have to look instead at making
sure each case gets the attention that it needs. And we have to make sure that no matter
how they’re reviewed that there’s enough judges to do the job,” she added.

On Tuesday, 4 Investigates will take a closer look at how local government agencies are

responding to the flow of asylum seekers entering New Mexico.

Credits

Patrick Hayes

Updated: June 17, 2019 10:18 PM

Created: June 17, 2019 10:09 PM

Copyright 2019 KOB-TV LLC, a Hubbard

Broadcasting Company. All rights reserved

https://www.kob.com/albuquerque-news/4-investigates-immigrants-seeking-asylum-face-growing-backlog/5393206/

Parents of student
accused of firing gun at
Cleveland HS charged
(/albuquerque-
news/parents-of-student-
accused-of-firing-gun-at-
cleveland-hs-
charged/5393778/?
cat=500)

17m

Interviews shed light on
death of Albuquerque
child found buried in
backyard (/albuquerque-
news/interviews-shed-
light-on-death-of-
albuquerque-child-found-
buried-in-
backyard/5393179/?

cat=500)
11h

Trump threatens to deport

millions beginning next week

(/politics-news/trump-

threatens-to-deport-millions-

beginning-next-
week/5393225/?cat=500)

Ex-New Mexico jail guard
accused of sex with inmate
(/new-mexico-news/ex-new-
mexico-jail-guard-accused-
of-sex-with-
inmate/5393608/?cat=500)
2h

Casting company looking
to hire thousands in NM
for background roles
(/albuquerque-news/local-
casting-company-expects-
to-hire-over-10000-people-
this-summer/5393185/?
cat=500)

m

Follow KOB 4

6/18/19, 9:14 AM

SR
(/albuquerque-
news/parents-of-
student-accused-
of-firing-gun-at-
cleveland-hs-
charged/5393778/?
cat=500)

(/albuqerqu-
news/interviews-

shed-light-on-death-
of-albuquerque-
child-found-buried-
in-
backyard/5393179/?
cat=500)

(/politics-
news/trump-
threatens-to-
deport-millions-
beginning-next-
week/5393225/?
cat=500)

(/new-mexico-
news/ex-new-
mexico-jail-guard-
accused-of-sex-
with-
inmate/5393608/?
cat=500)

(/albuquerque-
news/local-casting-
company-expects-
to-hire-over-10000-
people-this-
summer/5393185/?
cat=500)

(http://www.facebook.com/KOBTV)

(http://twitter.com/intent/follow?

source=followbutton&variant=1.0&screen_name=KC

(http://www.youtube.com/c/kobtv?

sub_confirmation=1)

(http://instagram.com/kobtv4/)

(http://www.linkedin.com/company/kob-tv)

Page 3 of 6


https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kob.com%2Falbuquerque-news%2F4-investigates-immigrants-seeking-asylum-face-growing-backlog%2F5393206%2F&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=like&kid_directed_site=0&app_id=107596302633663
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAFXW1tbW10sW251bGwsbnVsbCxbbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsImh0dHBzOi8vZGlzcGxheWFkcy1mb3JtYXRzLmdvb2dsZXVzZXJjb250ZW50LmNvbS9hZHMvcHJldmlldy9jb250ZW50LmpzP2NsaWVudD13dGFcdTAwMjZvYmZ1c2NhdGVkQ3VzdG9tZXJJZD0yMDAyMzg4NDk0XHUwMDI2Y3JlYXRpdmVJZD0zMzc5NzI1MDc2NDFcdTAwMjZ2ZXJzaW9uSWQ9MVx1MDAyNmFkR3JvdXBDcmVhdGl2ZUlkPTMwNzE4NDkxMDY0Nlx1MDAyNmh0bWxQYXJlbnRJZD1wcmV2LTFcdTAwMjZoZWlnaHQ9MFx1MDAyNndpZHRoPTBcdTAwMjZzaWc9QUNpVkJfdzdGWkw5ZzhuNE85YzQxLUlMY2RuTDE2eXJ0USJdXV1dLFsyLDFdXZs2naFWIwC-NczhnNQ1BFItYmJYWeyqMJmGaYjHx7MDIZJf0qkSCd3sk7RiPLTRHqPRosxxtoOB7LbFUV8hVQjUa1lcineK2w4VepRTimE128GS3BiBMdWROKiaghQlGVdtIMguj-P6PVfaemRbvf8aGWor1S8XDHJjj2hg4VvWNjmvOvmsjH2feTogXhMAlyWI1-CbIFJsVBooTkSrfCb5pc7mqM8ggqxSWMdRrrKjpPWrqr4KX7b2sQelybs59Jnfx1T-lXH7ciZX-WNrp2gxfrSoOydPY-5ZivbAAFthxAf6fhQ2p-2CpjdDHMOxlPlV_Ylhw_JLwaW46o0ec1Y,G0Vd4csE3mcyx-arYK_36A&source=display&cbt=NIvYOffMy50ItoKXrfgIEPGfgbsGGP6A6HoiGHRyeXNhZmVwZXJzb25hbGFsYXJtLmNvbTIICAUTGI-hBhRCF2NhLXB1Yi04MDMxNDU3MzY1NjEyMTk2SAhYLmDkA3AB&cv=https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/conversion/%3Fai%3DCIBQNog0JXf7FCYjO-QOmzoNI4ILv2VW2gpet-Ajc2R4QASCQoZYeYMmGgofIo5AZoAGAjbeFA8gBCeACAKgDAcgDCqoEnQJP0Pjpikav1E-60MKcIX-KX8sf_mdSCleu1sNap20kowZXi2NIhBD5k21j48z-kgdbnKhEexOkj5ODABICrWTkT8kOFpGkNZESRU6Sv6B9w52pVxRCBrx5CTltmo5YXhDh0phAw57088ivOM3KthAX2d_bGchZa37IaW2lJV_42UpazKT4sc0alsgqBY8elWcbYWaCf03TTP1qFPkF1zFhYbam6DpvVU87ooFu3ye7LYP5VEczukMOSiMartfPlr0LaCUssuAM8G-QcW2z7A7d0SdNsGApEY0AxIFyXnhIR-u-yukmtKJK-eMDvDvpwO5G45DWgWARKhFORTeXAHio8cEiZ8KsbEkeuUtzdpjOOao2X4cbQ3Oc3WPM_1ngBAGgBi6AB-jyyHqoB47OG6gH1ckbqAfB0xuoB4XUG6gHgdQbqAeC1BuoB4bUG6gH4NMbqAe6BqgH2csbqAfPzBuoB6a-G6gH7NUb2AcA0ggHCIABEAEYDbEJ--dB-Ar2NO6ACgPYEwyIFAE%26sigh%3DDT72YkzS514%26cid%3DCAQSPgDwy9IZ1HIjrHlWQMLZkre_gZricyF52vA7l4KkDM38w1BVmjisSFLyAArnkKg2joQwozStz8hQID0swcyQ
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAFXW1tbW10sW251bGwsbnVsbCxbbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsImh0dHBzOi8vZGlzcGxheWFkcy1mb3JtYXRzLmdvb2dsZXVzZXJjb250ZW50LmNvbS9hZHMvcHJldmlldy9jb250ZW50LmpzP2NsaWVudD13dGFcdTAwMjZvYmZ1c2NhdGVkQ3VzdG9tZXJJZD0yMDAyMzg4NDk0XHUwMDI2Y3JlYXRpdmVJZD0zMzc5NzI1MDc2NDFcdTAwMjZ2ZXJzaW9uSWQ9MVx1MDAyNmFkR3JvdXBDcmVhdGl2ZUlkPTMwNzE4NDkxMDY0Nlx1MDAyNmh0bWxQYXJlbnRJZD1wcmV2LTFcdTAwMjZoZWlnaHQ9MFx1MDAyNndpZHRoPTBcdTAwMjZzaWc9QUNpVkJfdzdGWkw5ZzhuNE85YzQxLUlMY2RuTDE2eXJ0USJdXV1dLFsyLDFdXZs2naFWIwC-NczhnNQ1BFItYmJYWeyqMJmGaYjHx7MDIZJf0qkSCd3sk7RiPLTRHqPRosxxtoOB7LbFUV8hVQjUa1lcineK2w4VepRTimE128GS3BiBMdWROKiaghQlGVdtIMguj-P6PVfaemRbvf8aGWor1S8XDHJjj2hg4VvWNjmvOvmsjH2feTogXhMAlyWI1-CbIFJsVBooTkSrfCb5pc7mqM8ggqxSWMdRrrKjpPWrqr4KX7b2sQelybs59Jnfx1T-lXH7ciZX-WNrp2gxfrSoOydPY-5ZivbAAFthxAf6fhQ2p-2CpjdDHMOxlPlV_Ylhw_JLwaW46o0ec1Y,G0Vd4csE3mcyx-arYK_36A&source=display&cbt=NIvYOffMy50ItoKXrfgIEPGfgbsGGP6A6HoiGHRyeXNhZmVwZXJzb25hbGFsYXJtLmNvbTIICAUTGI-hBhRCF2NhLXB1Yi04MDMxNDU3MzY1NjEyMTk2SAhYLmDkA3AB&cv=https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/conversion/%3Fai%3DCIBQNog0JXf7FCYjO-QOmzoNI4ILv2VW2gpet-Ajc2R4QASCQoZYeYMmGgofIo5AZoAGAjbeFA8gBCeACAKgDAcgDCqoEnQJP0Pjpikav1E-60MKcIX-KX8sf_mdSCleu1sNap20kowZXi2NIhBD5k21j48z-kgdbnKhEexOkj5ODABICrWTkT8kOFpGkNZESRU6Sv6B9w52pVxRCBrx5CTltmo5YXhDh0phAw57088ivOM3KthAX2d_bGchZa37IaW2lJV_42UpazKT4sc0alsgqBY8elWcbYWaCf03TTP1qFPkF1zFhYbam6DpvVU87ooFu3ye7LYP5VEczukMOSiMartfPlr0LaCUssuAM8G-QcW2z7A7d0SdNsGApEY0AxIFyXnhIR-u-yukmtKJK-eMDvDvpwO5G45DWgWARKhFORTeXAHio8cEiZ8KsbEkeuUtzdpjOOao2X4cbQ3Oc3WPM_1ngBAGgBi6AB-jyyHqoB47OG6gH1ckbqAfB0xuoB4XUG6gHgdQbqAeC1BuoB4bUG6gH4NMbqAe6BqgH2csbqAfPzBuoB6a-G6gH7NUb2AcA0ggHCIABEAEYDbEJ--dB-Ar2NO6ACgPYEwyIFAE%26sigh%3DDT72YkzS514%26cid%3DCAQSPgDwy9IZ1HIjrHlWQMLZkre_gZricyF52vA7l4KkDM38w1BVmjisSFLyAArnkKg2joQwozStz8hQID0swcyQ
https://www.kob.com/albuquerque-news/parents-of-student-accused-of-firing-gun-at-cleveland-hs-charged/5393778/?cat=500
https://www.kob.com/albuquerque-news/parents-of-student-accused-of-firing-gun-at-cleveland-hs-charged/5393778/?cat=500
https://www.kob.com/albuquerque-news/interviews-shed-light-on-death-of-albuquerque-child-found-buried-in-backyard/5393179/?cat=500
https://www.kob.com/albuquerque-news/interviews-shed-light-on-death-of-albuquerque-child-found-buried-in-backyard/5393179/?cat=500
https://www.kob.com/politics-news/trump-threatens-to-deport-millions-beginning-next-week/5393225/?cat=500
https://www.kob.com/politics-news/trump-threatens-to-deport-millions-beginning-next-week/5393225/?cat=500
https://www.kob.com/new-mexico-news/ex-new-mexico-jail-guard-accused-of-sex-with-inmate/5393608/?cat=500
https://www.kob.com/new-mexico-news/ex-new-mexico-jail-guard-accused-of-sex-with-inmate/5393608/?cat=500
https://www.kob.com/albuquerque-news/local-casting-company-expects-to-hire-over-10000-people-this-summer/5393185/?cat=500
https://www.kob.com/albuquerque-news/local-casting-company-expects-to-hire-over-10000-people-this-summer/5393185/?cat=500
http://www.facebook.com/KOBTV
http://twitter.com/intent/follow?source=followbutton&variant=1.0&screen_name=KOB4
http://www.youtube.com/c/kobtv?sub_confirmation=1
http://instagram.com/kobtv4/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/kob-tv

