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March 15, 2018
Dear Ms. Stevens,

On behalf of the National Association of Immigration Judges (NAILJ), I write to endorse the
Federal Bar Association’s proposed legislation in support of an independent Immigration Court.

As you know, NAIJ has been actively researching and discussing the creation of an independent
“Article I” Immigration Court for many years. We strongly endorse having the Immigration Courts
become a separate entity from the Department of Justice.

It is inherently problematic to place any court in a law enforcement department. The
Immigration Court has proven to be no exception. The apparent conflicts of interest have time and time
again proven to be actual conflicts of interest between protecting the integrity of the court and the
independence of the Immigration Judges from infringement by the perspectives and positions of a law
enforcement agency. The Immigration Court has been used as a political pawn by various
administrations on both sides of the aisle. From the streamlining regulations to the surge dockets to the
mass details of immigration judges to “border courts,” we have repeatedly seen encroachment on the
integrity of the Immigration Court system. And now, the unprecedented move by the Agency to tie
individual judge performance evaluations to case completion quotas and deadlines has shattered any
veneer of judicial independence.

We are happy to join with the American Bar Association (ABA), the American Immigration
Lawyers Association (AILA), the American Adjudicature Society, and numerous other organizations in
endorsing the concept of the Immigration Court becoming an “Article I” court.

We look forward to working with you in helping to realize this important goal.

Sincerely,

ﬂ’_Qc.%\

A Ashley Tabaddor
President, NALT



